A Movie Review

By: Robert A. Novendstern

Lowes IMAX. The movie theater I like to go to. This is the newest outing of the U.S.S. Enterprise. It’s mission. To make it’s viewers hold on to their seats as her crew takes us on a non-stop thrill ride across the stars. Seriously. This latest outing in the famous genre starts out with a bang and doesn’t let go until the closing credits. Director J.J. Abrams wasn’t kidding when he stated that this new vision of the ‘Star Trek’ universe will capture the hearts of long time ‘Trekkers’ and non ‘Star Trek’ fans alike. 


People, get over the whole, “It’s not Kirk without William Shatner.” If this is what’s keeping die hard fans away from this visual spectacle  then I think that it’s time for you to shut up and sit down while the adults talk. Yea, we all loved Shatner as Kirk, but it’s time to move on. This revamp promised to bring ‘Star Trek’ back to life as the new director and the new cast breathes new life into a stagnant and dying genre. Besides, Shatner did advise Christopher Pine, the new actor given the role of the immortal Captain James T. Kirk to make this classic and iconic character his own. Pine did just that. ‘Star Trek’ is reborn.


The movie?


The U.S.S. Kelvin is attacked by a strange and enormous ship emerging from a special anomaly. During this attack a pregnant woman gives birth to a baby boy while the newborn’s father is killed while they escape, but not before he and his wife name their child. James T. Kirk. The story picks up a few years later with a young boy racing an antique car down a road while his stepfather is yelling at him over the communicator. It’s Kirk who has stolen the car from his stepfather. Kirk leaps to safety just before the car plummets into a canyon. 


Cut to the planet Vulcan where a young Spock is being bullied by other Vulcan children because of his half Vulcan/ half Human blood. A result of a mixed race marriage. Spock wigs out. The story picks up with an older Spock as he is being told that he has been accepted into the very prestigious and honorable Vulcan Science Academy. He stuns the Vulcan council of Elders, which includes his father, Vulcan Ambassador, Serek when he announces that he is turning them down to join Star Fleet. 


Cut back to Earth as Kirk is hitting on a very beautiful young woman named Uhura. A bar fight ensues and Kirk is left a little worse for wear as the fight is broken up by Captain Christopher Pike. Pike challenges Kirk to join Star Fleet and do better than his father who was killed saving his crew, his wife, and a new born Kirk. Never one to back away from a challenge, Kirk takes on the challenge and joins Star Fleet where he meets Leonard H. McCoy, Bones. The two become fast friends and Bones acts as Kirk’s voice of reason. After being caught cheating on a no win scenario test, Kirk is about to be suspended from Star Fleet Academy when word comes through that the Planet Vulcan is in mortal danger and needs help as quickly as possible.


Bones sneaks Kirk aboard the newly commissioned Federation flagship, the U.S.S. Enterprise. Kirk realizes that the fleet is heading into a trap and tries to stop them, but it’s too late. Most of the fleet is destroyed and Captain Pike is captured by the Romulans, who are the race of aliens and are related to Vulcans. Kirk figures out who they are and with Sulu’s help disables the Romulan’s drill which is destroying Vulcan. The damage is done and Vulcan is destroyed as the Enterprise is forced to leave so that its crew can regroup. Spock is command with Captain Pike gone as he decides to try and gather the rest of the fleet and try to destroy the Romulan ship before it can destroy Earth. Kirk and Spock argue over the right move to make and Kirk, who’s officially suspended from Star Fleet, is knocked out and placed in a pod and launched to the surface of a barren frozen wasteland before the Enterprise enters warp. 


Kirk finds himself being chased by a rather menacing and large creature before the creature is scared away by a strange man. ‘Star Trek’ fans hold on to your costumed seats. It’s none other than Leonard Nimoy as ‘Old Spock’. He has traveled back in time to try and save his planet, but arriving too late decides to help Kirk take control of the Enterprise and save Earth with the help of Spock from this time. Kirk is shown a Star Fleet outpost being manned by none other than Simon Pegg as Scotty. Personally, I’m very happy to see the star of ‘Shaun of the Dead’ playing the part of the Enterprise’s Chief Engineer. With Scotty’s help Kirk and Scotty beam back aboard the Enterprise which irritates the Spock from the current time line. Kirk pushes Spock to attack him so that he can be relieved of duty and take command of the ship. Once done, Kirk orders the Enterprise to return to Earth so that they can stop the Romulans. 


Spock returns to duty as Kirk’s first officer and the two of them work together as allies instead of rivals for the first time since they first met back at Star Fleet Academy. As we all know, good triumphs over evil and all that. Kirk is officially made a Captain and given the command of the U.S.S. Enterprise. The packed theater stood and roars of applause told me what I already new at this point. ‘Star Trek’ is back and better than ever. All I could think all the way back to home to Oakland was, ‘Wow!’ This movie promised and it most certainly delivered. I’m a ‘Star Wars’ fan, but I’ve gotta say that it can move over. There’s a new sci-fi powerhouse on the block. I’ve been looking forward to this movie for a while and the wait was most definitely worth it. I go to movies with only one thing in mind. If I’m going to pay that much for a movie then it had better be good. I can honestly say that I didn’t waste one single penny. The best news for me is that I get to see this movie again tomorrow. Thanks Mom and Dad. One thing’s for sure. The summer block-busters have begun. This has been my review of J.J. Abrams’ ‘Star Trek’.

“Live long and prosper.”
